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THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  THE  WAR 

We  are  at  this  present  moment  witnessing  a  conflict 
of  nations  of  so  violent,  so  barbarous,  and  so  inhuman 
a  character  that  it  is  waste  of  time  to  speak  of  art, 
culture,  European  civilisation,  and  all  the  other 
flattering  pictures  with  which  mankind  has  hidden 
beneath  the  hypocritical  mask  of  diplomacy  its  race 
hatreds,  its  destructive  instincts,  its  ferocity,  and  its 
greed  for  power  and  gain. 

Under  an  appearance  of  false  idealism  this  is  a  war 
of  vested  interests.  In  the  twentieth  century  as  in 
the  time  of  Attila  brute  force  has  outraged  right 
and  justice.  The  sword  is  stronger  than  law  and 
treaties,  which  have  been  iniqiiitously  trodden  under 
foot  in  defiance  of  the  written  decisions  of  Peace 
Congresses  and  of  the  now  violated  rules  of  Inter- 
national Jurisprudence.  One  may  add  without  in- 
justice that  some  of  the  belligerent  nations  formerly 
much  admired  for  their  progress,  science,  culture, 
etc.,  etc.,  have  turned  out  to  be  at  the  eleventh  hour 
street  ruffians  disguised  in  evening  dress. 

The  modern  "  apache  "  is  generally  well  dressed, 
has  good  manners  and  smart  clothes,  and  under  a 
gentlemanlike  exterior  cautiously  plans  the  sudden 
attack  and  even  murder,  by  means  of  which  he  is  to 
rob  his  helpless  victim.  He  is  the  model  of  the 
unscrupulous    man    who   employs   all    his    arts    of 
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cleverness  and  dissimulation  before  unmasking  and 
employing  brute  force  at  the  critical  moment. 

Such  is  the  spectacle  which  the  so-called  cultured 
modern  nations  are  presenting  to  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  Modern  in  what  ?  Only  in  the  perfecting 
of  the  arts  of  destruction  and  nothing  more — ^in  their 
cannons,  mortars,  aeroplanes,  submarines,  mines, 
and  in  all  the  other  methods  of  a  cold,  calculat- 
ing, mathematical  barbarism.  Vandahsm  has  only 
changed  its  methods.  Under  the  guise  of  art,  cul- 
ture, religion,  and  all  the  other  beautiful  falsehoods 
that  man  has  gone  on  writing  about  through  the 
centuries,  appears  a  terrifying  truth  that  at  heart 
man  is  the  same,  savage,  ferocious,  impulsive,  and 
that  his  natural  sentiment,  like  that  of  the  wild 
beasts,  is  one  of  hatred  to  his  fellow  creatures. 

Twenty  centuries  of  Christianity  have  only  served 
to  alter  Society  superficially.  Barbarism  is  tri- 
umphant, boasting  of  its  brute  force,  domineering  over 
justice  and  reason,  the  only  resources  of  the  weak. 
What  are  these  savage  hatreds  but  the  fratricidal 
instinct  of  Cain,  overpowering  the  message  of  Christ  ? 
And  so  at  this  present  moment  Christianity,  socially 
speaking,  has  "  gone  under  "  in  the  huge  blaze  of  the 
European  hecatomb.  A  State  religion  is  clearly  a 
very  convenient  spiritual  term  so  long  as  it  is  not 
inconsistent  with  those  "  reasons  of  pubhc  expedi- 
ency "  which  are  the  real  interests  of  the  State. 
Formerly,  faith  in  some  degree  tamed  barbarism. 
To-day  this  is  not  so — ^neither  encyclicals,  nor  ex- 
communications avail,  even  when  they  are  aimed  at 
crowned    heads.     The    war    will    follow    its    course, 

4 


THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  THE  WAR 

driven  on  by  selfishness,  by  covetousness,  by  the 
desire  for  territorial  and  commercial  expansion  (that 
admirable  pretext  for  robbing  our  neighbour  when 
we  are  not  satisfied  with  what  we  have  of  our  own), 
in  one  word  by  the  lust  of  power  and  the  inabihty 
of  each  to  be  content  with  his  own,  without  wishing 
to  dominate  all  his  neighbours  and  make  them  into 
vanquished  subject  races. 

This  is  the  keynote  of  the  present  war,  the  desire 
for  power,  proclaimed  without  disguise  by  the  im- 
mortal author  of  "Zarathoustra.'*  The  modern  and 
practical  nations  have  rejected  the  teaching  of  the 
Gospels,  which  protect  the  feeble  and  plead  for 
charity  and  justice  towards  all  men.  The  awakening 
has  been  a  cruel  one.  The  anti- Christian  philosophy 
of  Nietzsche,  the  philosophy  of  "  hammer  blows  "' 
as  he  himself  termed  it,  is  the  banner  of  the  strong 
nations.  Perish  the  weak  !  The  superman  alone  has 
the  right  to  live!  This  was  one  of  the  ideas  most 
widely  propagated  by  this  German  philosopher, — or 
what  comes  to  the  same,  let  the  weak  perish  and 
the  strong  conquer  with  the  sword. 

This  philosophy  of  successful  self-made  men,  that 
the  end  justifies  the  means,  has  been  the  gospel  put 
into  practice  by  generals  and  statesmen.  It  has 
its  undeniable  origin  in  the  books  of  Nietzsche, 
the  modern  apostle  of  will,  and  its  programme  is 
one  of  preparation  for  war,  of  ruinous  taxation  for 
the  increase  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  of  propaga- 
tion of  warlike  military  literature,  a  model  of  which 
in  its  insolent  aggressiveness  is  the  famous  book 
of  General  von  Bernhardi.      No  such  evidence  of 
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treacherous  premeditation  for  aggression  published 
in  print  and  spread  by  word  of  mouth  for  many 
years  can  be  found  in  radical  and  anti-mihtant 
France,  which  up  to  the  last  moment  allowed  herself 
to  be  wrapped  in  dreams  of  socialism  and  internation- 
alism, while  her  neighbour  was  preparing  to  deal  her 
a  treacherous  death-blow.  Nor  can  anything  like 
it  be  found  in  the  press  or  reviews  of  England,  dis- 
tracted as  she  was  within  by  her  economic  revolution 
and  face  to  face  with  the  probabilities  of  a  civil  war 
over  the  grave  problem  of  Irish  Home  Rule. 

This  war  has  incessantly  been  advertised  by 
books  inspired  by  von  Bernhardi,  and  by  the  miU- 
tant  party  with  the  Crown  Prince  as  its  leader ; 
by  insulting  remarks  levelled  against  France  and 
England,  and  more  recently  against  Russia  also,  by 
the  "  pan-German  "  press  and  by  all  those  unbridled 
ambitions  for  power  and  universal  dominion  which 
are  summed  up  in  the  famous  saying  "  Deutschsland 
liber  Alles  "  and  whose  agency  has  always  been  the 
firm  of  Krupp  and  not  the  Dutch  Palace  of  Peace. 

To  understand  rightly  the  increasing  spread  of  this 
''philosophy  of  brute  force"  and  its  absorbing  and 
enslaving  mihtarism  it  is  enough  to  have  studied  with 
impartiality  during  the  last  few  years  the  papers  and 
reviews  which  Httle  by  little  have  revealed  this 
resurrection  of  armed  vandalism,  destined  to  paralyse 
culture,  science,  the  arts,  industry,  and  all  else  that 
flourishes  and  prospers  under  the  protection  of  peace. 
A  single  spark  has  been  sufficient  to  bring  about  this 
European  cataclysm,  the  most  inhuman  and  barbar- 
ous struggle   seen   for  centuries.     Nor  is  the  most 
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terrible  part  of  this  tke  war  in  itself,  with  all  its  awful 
consequences,  of  thousands  of  lives  destroyed,  cities  in 
ruins,  fields  devastated,  misery,  ruin,  sickness  and  other 
haunting  spectres,  but  what  war  brings  with  it,  the 
triumph  of  barbarism,  tlife  breakdown  of  European  civi- 
lisation, and  the  relapse  of  mankind  into  the  darkest 
days  of  history.  Vandalism  has  become  universal  in  its 
hatreds  and  modern  in  its  armaments — ^nothing  more. 
Man's  outlook  has  only  changed  on  the  surface  and 
this  is  the  terrible  lesson  we  are  learning  from  pitiless 
truth.  Against  the  savage  impulses  of  hatred  and 
greed,  diplomacy,  reason,  rehgion,  and  treaties  have 
striven  in  vain.  They  have  all  crashed  down  before 
the  empire  of  force,  which  listens  neither  to  argument 
nor  to  justice.  Socialism,  antimihtarism,  inter- 
nationalisation  and  other  pacifist  theories  of  dreamers 
have  proved  at  the  present  moment  to  be  a  series  of 
ridiculous  delusions. 

We  are  witnessing  in  this  twentieth  century  the 
most  disgraceful  bankruptcy  of  culture.  "Modern 
progress  "  has  paralysed  all  financial  and  commercial 
expansion,  in  favour  of  submarines,  mortars  of  42, 
aeroplanes,  etc.,  etc.,  and  has  justified  the  comment 
of  a  witty  North  American  paper,  in  which  an  Indian 
redskin  crouching  on  the  ground  and  looking  from 
afar  at  this  European  cataclysm,  was  depicted  as 
remarking,  "  Well,  if  this  is  civiHsation,  I  prefer 
remaining  a  savage." 

Rousseau,  the  genial  poet  and  dreamer  of  im- 
practicable philosophy,  beHeved  that  at  heart  all 
men  are  good,  but  that  society  perverts  man  and 
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corrupts  all  his  noble  impulses.  I  believe  the  con- 
trary, that  at  bottom  man  is  bad  and  a  savage,  and 
that  society,  if  it  does  not  transform  him,  at  least 
softens  the  natural  rough  edges  of  his  instincts  by 
means  of  education,  religion,  civilisation  and  all  the 
other  spiritual  laws  of  conduct.  From  his  earhest 
infancy  man  gives  expression  to  his  brutal  instincts, 
which  are  only  repressed  by  severe  punishments. 
His  inclination  is  to  destroy  all  that  comes  into  his 
hand,  he  breaks  his  toys,  and  finds  a  wondrous  satis- 
faction in  destroying  all  that  he  admired  and  desired 
as  the  object  of  his  happiness.  Is  not  all  this  sym- 
bolical of  a  nation  as  such,  delighting  in  building  and 
admiring  museums,  monuments,  and  cities,  until  its 
destructive  instinct  compels  it  to  level  with  sacri- 
legious hands  all  that  human  intelligence  aided  by 
perseverance  and  labour  had  conceived  ? 

Violence  is  contrary  to  reason  and  justice,  but  it  is 
therefore  the  property  of  youthful  minds  not  yet  edu- 
cated and  of  ancient  races  whose  warhke  deeds  we  have 
admired  in  History.  Throughout  the  ages  humanity 
has  always  glorified  in  books  and  in  paintings  all  that 
the  modern  and  cultured  man  should  abhor  :  "  War." 
Bravery  we  have  valued  higher  than  intelligence,  force 
than  reason,  the  spectacle  of  an  inhuman  combat  of 
the  human  wild  beast  than  the  possible  universal 
harmony  of  progress  and  science  for  the  good  of  the 
world,  an  end  surely  very  different  from  that  to  which 
these  have  been  devoted. 

This  strange  conception  has  its  origin  in  barbarism, 
in  display,  in  the  supreme  pride  of  force.  It  prevails 
in  schools,  where  the  strongest  is  master  and  reason 
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is  enforced  by  blows  and  fisticuffs.  It  exists  also  in 
some  decadent  or  backward  countries  where  a  false 
sense  of  honour  and  a  perversion  of  the  intellect  leads 
to  the  settlement  of  personal  quarrels  on  the  so-called 
"  field  of  honour  "  when  they  ought  properly  to  be 
submitted  to  a  Court.  This  is  another  instance  of 
arms  superseding  the  law,  and  the  sword  or  the 
pistol,  justice. 

The  difference  between  primitive  man  and  civilised 
man    is,  that  culture  has  in  the  latter  apparently 
mastered  his  instincts.     The  former  is  the  victim  of 
his  warlike  propensities,  and  the  latter's  acts  spring 
from   cool  deliberation.      The  savage  murdered  or 
attacked  in   order   to   plunder.      The   modern   thief 
avoids  crime  if  he  can,  and  steals  your  pocket-book 
while  he  accosts  you  in  the  street  in  order  to  ask  the 
way.      Intrinsically   man   has    not   really  changed ; 
his  methods  only  are  undergoing  a  transformation. 
Formerly,  war  was  made  on  the  pretext  of  fighting 
for  the  cause  of  God  or  for  the  crown  of  a  sovereign. 
To-day  the  thirst  for  dominion  justifies  itself  in  the 
name  of   commercial    expansion,  of  the    protection 
of  the  subjects  of  such  and  such  a  country,  who  are 
in  distant  lands  making  money  out  of  other  luckless 
mortals,  of  progress,  of  protectorates  and  of  colonisa- 
tion which  are  only  pretexts  for  moving  comfortably 
into  a  neighbour's  house  and  making  the  poor  wretch 
pay  you  an  involuntary  rent  into  the  bargain. 

In  this  respect  the  so-called  civihsing  countries 
cannot  reproach  one  another,  neither  Spain  when 
of  old  she  drained  half  Europe  and  America,  admin- 
istering it   as   usual  badly,    nor   England   who   has 
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taken  possession  of  half  the  universe,  and  in  practice 
administers  it  well.  The  difference  is  not  based  on 
morahty,  but  on  the  pohtical  end  in  view.  What 
in  our  case  was  and  still  continues  to  be  a  process  of 
blood  letting  is  in  the  British  Empire,  the  worthy 
heir  of  that  of  Rome,  a  foundation  of  wealth  and 
prosperity. 

Bernard  Shaw,  the  sarcastic  Irish  sociologist  and 
dramatist,  says,  in  one  of  his  plays,  that  England 
when  she  wishes  to  penetrate  into  some  new  tract 
of  savage  territory  begins  by  sending  out  a  poor 
missionary  priest  to  preach  the  Gospel.  The  natives, 
he  adds,  nearly  always  kill  the  missionary,  and 
England  at  once  makes  this  a  pretext  for  dispatch- 
ing an  armed  force  and  severely  chastising  them  for 
having  dared  to  slay  an  Enghshman,  the  representa- 
tive of  European  culture,  morality,  and  religion. 
Then  as  a  final  act  of  "  civilisation  "  England,  says 
Shaw,  hoists  her  flag  and  takes  over  this  foreign 
territory. 

There  is  some  truth  in  this  political  satire,  and  it 
brings  out  clearly  enough  the  hypocrisies  of  civilisa- 
tion. Nations,  like  individuals,  have  changed  tl^Mr 
methods,  but  not  their  perverse  intentions.  They 
pretend  to  arrange  matters  diplomatically,  when  all 
the  time  their  hand  is  hidden  in  their  pocket  waiting 
for  an  opportunity  to  strike  an  unexpected  blow. 
What  civilisation  has  done  is  to  dissemble  its  strength 
beneath  fair  words  and  peaceful  theories.  Its  work 
has  been  a  sham,  and  its  attitude  an  impenetrable 
mask  which  veiled  its  hatred  and  destructive  plans. 
Because  this  barbarism  slept,  or  feigned  to  be  asleep, 
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we  thought  that  we  had  gradually  killed  it.  This 
was  the  delusion  of  dreamers.  Humanity  as  it 
slumbered  seemed  to  repent  of  its  former  warlike 
frenzies  and  part  of  it  at  least  wished  for  peace  and 
quiet.  The  Tribunals  of  Arbitration,  the  Peace 
Congresses  and  pacifist  manifestoes  seemed  to 
promise  happier  days.  Sociahsm  and  antimilitarism 
were  to  supersede  permanent  armed  force.  Basing 
its  theory  on  a  community  of  interests  as  between 
races  it  ingenuously  dreamt  of  abolishing  all  frontiers, 
and  imagined  that  it  was  now  possible  to  foster  cul- 
ture, education,  agriculture,  and  industry,  instead 
of  spending  enormous  sums  on  armaments  and  men- 
of-war.  Confiding  in  this  Utopian  dream,  Belgium, 
a  small  but  admirably  governed  country,  inhabited 
by  a  hard-working  and  cultured  people,  whose  only 
error  consisted  in  the  belief  that  it  was  protected  by 
its  neutrality  in  the  same  way  as  the  unarmed  citizen 
is  entitled  to  be  by  justice,  was  the  first  victim  of 
this  mihtary  barbarism.  The  second  has  been  France, 
where  advanced  Radicalism  had  lulled  to  sleep  her 
watchfulness  and  her  instinct  of  self-preservation, 
until  a  cry  of  terror,  when  she  saw  that  her  implacable 
foe  was  about  to  throw  oil  the  mask,  caused  her  to 
appeal  too  late  to  the  three  years'  service  law,  and 
arm  herself  in  haste  against  the  invader,  once  more 
about  to  profane  her  native  soil,  though  no  act  of 
aggression  on  her  part  had  justified  this  monstrous 
war,  provoked  and  prepared  for,  like  the  former  one, 
during  many  years  by  Germany. 

War  has  been  the  cradle  of  the  German  Empire. 
To  war  the  Germans  owe  their  internal  union,  the 
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triumph  abroad  of  their  arms,  and  the  territorial 
expansion  which  they  have  achieved  always  at  the 
cost  of  their  European  neighbours.  The  German  race, 
so  admirable  in  perseverance,  in  strength  of  will,  in 
constancy  and  in  labour,  lives  for  and  always  glorifies 
war.  The  German  is,  above  all  things,  a  soldier, 
even  though  he  be  a  scientist,  a  doctor,  a  business 
man,  or  an  artist.  The  great  machinery  of  the 
Empire,  though  apparently  divided  into  countless 
spheres  of  civilising  and  progressive  activity,  forms  an 
immense  warlike  mass  of  aggressiveness  and  discipline, 
steered  as  by  a  helm  by  the  statesmen  of  Prussia,  the 
focus  of  miHtarism  and  of  constant  threat.  The  con- 
sequence, strange  as  it  may  appear,  is  that  whilst  the 
Germany  so  admired  by  all  of  us  progresses,  develops, 
and  surpasses  many  countries  in  art,  medicine,  music, 
philosophy,  industry,  and  commerce,  without  anyone 
wishing  or  being  able  to  oppose  this  glorious  prepon- 
derance of  talent  and  labour,  that  other  Germany, 
the  Germany  of  armaments,  also  labours  constantly 
by  means  of  force,  or  rather  perhaps  of  barbarism 
united  with  science,  to  destroy  all  competition  in  the 
other  European  States. 

How  this  philosophy  of  force  has  come  into  exist- 
ence and  has  been  put  into  practice  by  generals  and 
statesmen  has  been  revealed  to  us  by  Germany  herself, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  nineteenth  century,  in  her 
pubhshed  books,  her  pamphlets,  her  poHtical  speeches, 
her  press,  and  even  her  system  of  education. 

In  his  addresses  to  the  German  nation  given 
in  the  University  of  Berlin  from  1807  to  1808, 
Fichte,   the  father  and  initiator  of  these  theories, 
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which  later  on  were  to  become  a  kind  of  popular 
gospel,  already  intended,  as  he  said,  "  to  elevate  the 
German  nation  by  inducing  it  to  acquire  a  conscious- 
ness of  itself,  that  is  to  say,  of  its  pure  German  spirit, 
with  the  object  of  diffusing  this  spirit  whenever 
possible,  and  making  it  prevail  throughout  the  world." 

But  Fichte  does  not  confine  himself  to  these  patriotic 
dreams ;  he  says,  with  a  strong  sense  of  conviction, 
"  The  German  is  to  the  foreigner  what  the  good  is  to 
the  bad  " ;  a  statement  which,  until  then,  we  foreigners 
had  allowed  ourselves  to  discuss  with  arguments 
and  not  with  42- centimetre  mortars  as  at  present. 
And  Fichte,  the  first  of  all  modern  "  pro-German  " 
enthusiasts,  adds  :  "  Not  only  is  Germany  chosen 
by  Providence,  but  she  is  the  only  chosen  race." 

This  remark,  monstrous,  if  it  were  not  ridiculous, 
has  become  a  doctrine  throughout  the  German  Em- 
pire of  to-day,  whose  new  Messiah,  the  Emperor 
WilHam  II,  comes  to  redeem  humanity,  not  ^vith 
words  of  peace  and  good  will,  like  Christ,  but  with 
blood  and  fire,  in  order  to  fulfil  his  difficult  "  provi- 
dential mission." 

From  the  Prussia  of  Fichte  down  to  the  Prussia 
of  Sadowa  and  Sedan,  from  the  formation  of  the 
German  Empire  on  the  ruins  of  Austria,  her  eternal 
victim  in  peace  as  in  war,  and  of  the  heroic  France 
of  1870  till  the  present  day,  this  fierce  Prussian  eaglet 
converted  into  a  bird  of  prey,  now  well-nourished  and 
gorged  with  the  blood  and  spoils  of  its  slaughtered 
neighbours,  seeks  to  spread  its  enormous  wings  over 
the  whole  of  Europe,  so  that  no  smaller,  and  therefore 
contemptible    and  weak,  feathered  creature  should 
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have  any  right  to  existence,  in  face  of  the  superior 
claim  of  the  strongest. 

This  claim,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  only  a  con- 
tinuation of  barbarism,  is  nevertheless  the  creed  of 
modern  Germany.  All  the  moral,  political,  and 
intellectual  training  of  the  Empire  is  one  constant 
war  song.  It  desires  war,  it  prepares  for  war,  and 
it  preaches  war,  as  if  peace  were  only  a  brief  interlude 
in  which  to  prepare  for  a  new  and  more  gigantic  fight, 
with  the  object  of  annihilating  every  other  rivalry 
on  the  part  of  non-German,  and  therefore  not 
"  providentially  chosen  "  races. 

War  is  the  pedestal  on  which  Prussia  rests.  Other 
German  States  have  flourished  in  peace,  but  it  is  in 
war  that  Prussia  grows  and  increases,  and  humiliates 
her  enemies,  whose  destruction  she  has  prepared  in 
the  dark.  From  a  mountain  of  corpses  arises  the 
glorious  German  Empire.  Prussia  deceived  Bavaria, 
her  ally  in  the  Franco- German  war,  and  leaving  her 
a  semblance  of  independence,  she  annexed  all  the 
other  States  with  her  iron  hand,  placed  at  the  service 
of  the  Hohenzollerns,  sole  lords  and  masters  of  this 
militant  Empire. 

Whoever  denies  that  Germany  has  prepared  for  and 
has  always  desired  v^ar  does  not  know  or  pretends  not 
to  know  the  whole  political  history  of  the  nineteenth 
century  and  the  warlike  spirit  of  Prussia,  which  first 
aimed  at  shaking  off  the  Napoleonic  yoke,  then  at 
annihilating  the  two  great  mihtary  Powers,  Austria 
and  France ;  then  founded  her  colossal  Empire,  and 
at  length,  having  become  the  first  invincible  and  in- 
disputable mihtary  Power  of  the  world,  turned  her 
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covetous  gaze  towards  the  sea,  and  dreamt  of  fleets, 
of  colonial  victories  and  conquests,  her  only  obstacle 
being  England — "  perfidious  Albion  " — the  last  na- 
tion that  has  to  be  destroyed  before  the  God-chosen 
German  race  can  extend  its  high  providential 
dominion  over  land  and  sea  alike,  while  no  other 
race  remains  capable  of  challenging  by  arms  the 
mission,  stern  but  inevitable,  assigned  to  German 
*'  culture  "  and  "  progress." 

And  this  glorification  and  continual  advertisement 
of  war  has  been  the  work,  not  merely  of  soldiers  and 
statesmen,  but  what  is  stranger  still,  of  intellectuals 
and  authors,  teaching  as  their  theory  and  doctrine 
the  exaltation  of  universal  Empire,  of  German  pride, 
of  force  as  superior  to  justice,  and  of  the  most  insult- 
ing contempt  for  the  weak,  the  oppressed,  and  the 
vanquished,  whose  right  to  exist  these  apostles  of 
pan- Germanism  do  not  admit.  What  Nietzsche, 
Treitschke,  and  von  Bernhardi,  the  propagators  of 
brute  force,  cynically  preached  in  their  books,  was 
applied  by  Bismarck,  the  symbol  of  modern  pohtics, 
the  tyrant's  iron  hand  working  under  a  Machiavel- 
lian mind.  All  these  forms  of  thought,  pohtical 
and  literary,  wage  incessant  war  against  Christianity 
and  Socialism,  whose  pacific  and  conciUatory  tendencies 
they  represent  as  unhealthy  and  decadent.  "  God 
will  take  care,"  says  Treitschke,  "  that  war  shall 
always  recur  as  a  drastic  medicine  for  the  human 


race." 


This  marvellous  phrase  of  the  famous  and  much- 
cited  professor  of  history  well  deserves  to  be  quoted 
and  diffused  among  Cathohcs  in  this  country.     Let 
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them  stop  praying  for  peace  and  good  will  among 
men,  for,  according  to  Treitsclike,  war  is  the  work  of 
God,  and  the  God  whom  the  Germans  invoke  on  every 
occasion  in  order  to  justify  their  sanguinary  contests 
is  clearly  not  the  martyr  of  Golgotha,  who  scorned 
force  and  exalted  self-sacrifice,  but  the  terrible 
Jehovah  of  the  Old  Testament,  who,  now  doubtless 
modernised,  no  longer  appears  amidst  thunder  and 
lightning  to  dictate  the  Tables  of  the  Law,  but  dele- 
gates these  functions  to  aeroplanes,  4:2-centimetre 
mortars,  and  the  best  organised  armies  of  the  world. 

This  is  the  view  taken  by  that  worthy  disciple  of 
Treitschke,  the  famous  General  von  Bernhardi,  in 
his  book,  "  Germany  and  the  Next  War,"  to-day 
converted  into  a  kind  of  mihtary  gospel  by  the 
innumerable  preachers  of  pan-Germanism. 

Von  Bernhardi  himself  acknowledges  that  the 
"  power  of  Prussia  was  founded  on  war,"  and  through- 
out all  the  pages  of  this  book  he  sows  this  warhke 
seed,  so  that  all  Germans  may  be  prepared  for  the 
great  world  struggle  which  is  to  ensure  them  their 
undisputed  dominion  in  the  universe.  We  all 
know  how  the  Germans  have  responded  to  the  call 
by  converting  this  book  into  a  political  programme 
and  increasing  their  armaments.  Himself  the  soul 
of  this  Imperialist  dream,  von  Bernhardi  impresses 
on  the  minds  of  his  countrymen  that  war  is  the 
greatest  factor  in  the  advancement  of  "  culture  and 
power  "  ;  we  had  imagined  that  it  was  barbarism ; 
but  von  Bernhardi  assures  us  that  "  Efforts  made 
in  favour  of  peace  are  extraordinarily  pernicious  as 
mon  as  they  exert  any  influence  on  policy." 
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The  friends  of  peace  now  know  where  they  stand. 
Bernhardi  despises  peace  and  says :  "  The  preser- 
vation of  peace  can  never  be  the  goal  of  any  policy," 
and  further  on  he  adds :  "  Efforts  to  ensure  peace, 
if  they  should  attain  their  object,  would  lead  to 
general  degeneracy  such  as  occurs  in  nature  when 
the  struggle  for  existence  disappears." 

This  author,  whose  mental  outlook  appears  to 
be  mediaeval,  wishes  to  regenerate  us  by  armed 
force — ^truly  a  programme  of  culture  and  progress  ! 
But  do  not  let  us  ascribe  it  only  to  the  bellicose  spirit 
of  a  mihtarist  writer :  it  is  found  in  Bismarck  him- 
self, who,  like  his  countrymen,  devoted  all  his  astute- 
ness to  the  service  of  the  cause  of  force,  as  his 
countrymen  have  ever  since  striven  to  do. 

Bismarck  agrees  with  von  Bernhardi  when  he 
says :  "  True  civilisation  is  a  virile  education  which 
lives  for  and  employs  force  ;  a  civilisation  which 
under  the  pretence  of  courtesy  and  humanity  ener- 
vates and  makes  men  effeminate,  is  only  fit  for 
women  and  children." 

Bismarck  spoke  like  Zarathoustra ;  and  let  no 
human  laws  nor  pacific  theories,  nor  treaties,  nor 
conferences,  oppose  themselves  to  this  idea :  for 
Bismarck  himself  declared,  "  When  the  power  of 
Prussia  is  in  question,  I  recognise  no  other 
law." 

Yes :  Bismarck  and  von  Bernhardi  are  the  soul 
of  this  present  European  war,  and  the  one  in  his 
speeches,  and  the  other  in  his  writings,  give  us  the 
key  as  to  what  the  Germans  were  likely  to  do,  when 
they  violated  neutrahty  and  bombarded  defenceless 
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cities  in  cynical  contempt  of  all  the  rules  of  Inter- 
national Law.  (^)  It  would  be  well  if  the  pro- 
Germans  in  Spain,  as  enthusiastic  as  they  are  ill- 
informed,  would  take  the  trouble  to  read  this  German 
general's  book,  and  would  once  for  all  assure  them- 
selves of  the  fate  that  awaits  countries  like  our  own 
if  mihtarism  should  triumph.  In  this  precious  book 
von  Bernhardi  declares :  "  Weak  nations  have  not 
the  same  right  to  live  as  a  powerful  and  vigorous  one." 

Poor  Spain  !  And  [can  there  still  be  ingenuous 
souls  who  beheve  in  our  regeneration,  if  the  advocates 
of  this  "  culture"  and  "progress  "  should  triumph  ?  i^  s 
it  is  impossible  to  quote  all  the  sayings  of  this  famous 
mihtary  gospel,  I  give  a  last  extract,  which  seems  to 
me  to  foretell  the  iniquitous  violation  and  destruction 
of  Belgium — "  A  State  is  justified  in  its  conquests 
whenever  the  acquisition  of  new  territories  appears 
to  be  to  its  advantage."  (!!!) 

And  the  practical  application  of  this  outrageous 
doctrine,  the  key  and  compendium  of  the  present 
war,  is  simply  the  theory  of  the  "  apache  "  appHed 
to  the  service  of  the  State. 

Germany,  it  is  superfluous  to  repeat  it,  desired  and 
provoked  the  war.  The  famous  writer  Max  Harden, 
in  the  columns  of  his  paper,  had  the  courage  to  say 
so,  sheltered  by  the  popular  halo  which  surrounds 
him  ever  since  he  and  he  alone  dared  to  unmask 
the  leading  heroes  of  those  Berlin  scandals  which 
involved    the    trial    of    several    illustrious    person- 

^  Art.  25  of  the  Hague  Convention  of  1907,  subscribed  to  by 
Germany,  states  textually : 

Art.  25.  It  is  prohibited  to  attack  or  bombard,  by  any  means, 
all  cities,  villages,  dwellings  or  buildings  which  are  not  defended. 
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ages,  including  intimate  personal  friends  of  the 
Emperor  himself.  Harden  in  fact  declared  that 
*'  Germany  had  no  need  to  avail  herself  of  subterfuges 
in  order  to  declare  war,  and  that  war  was  a  necessity 
in  view  of  her  increasing  population  and  in  order  to 
extend  her  Empire." 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Serbian  pretext  and  the 
much-talked-of  Russian  mobilisation  sufficed  to  fire 
the  train  and  produce  the  explosion.  H  not,  another 
would  have  been  discovered.  (^)  Germany  was  quite 
prepared,   as  we  know  even  from  private  sources, 

^  The  ultimatum  from  Austria  to  Serbia,  which  originated  the 
conflict,  was  the  most  shameful  humiliation  to  which  a  free 
State  could  be  subjected,  affecting  its  very  independence.  It 
was  designed  to  provoke  war  so  that  Serbian  territory  might 
afterwards  be  annexed  to  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire,  as 
had  been  done  with  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina.  The  inexorable 
harshness  of  the  conditions  and  the  term  of  forty-eight  hours 
allowed  for  accepting,  without  discussion,  the  ultimatum  in 
its  entirety  sufficiently  prove  the  aggressive  intentions  of  Austria, 
supported  throughout  by  Germany. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  accept,  with  dignity,  two  or  three  of 
the  clauses,  which  were  a  despotic  blow  to  her  nationality  and 
independence,  Serbia,  whilst  jdelding  to  almost  all  the  demands 
of  Austria,  besought  her  to  grant  an  extension  of  time  and  to 
allow  the  remainder  to  be  submitted  to  the  Tribunal  of  The 
Hague, 

No  request  could  be  more  just,  Austria,  however,  not  con- 
tent with  all  that  had  been  accepted,  refused  to  grant  it. 

This  provoked  the  astonishment  and  indignation  of  all  the 
other  Foreign  offices  of  Europe. 

Russia,  to  whom  the  cause  of  this  war  has  been  falsely  attri- 
buted, then  came  upon  the  scene.  Her  intervention  was  limited 
to  the  following  :  She  desired  to  know,  according  to  the  phrase 
employed  by  the  Russian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  "  if  Austria 
intended  to  crush  Serbia  and  reduce  her  to  the  level  of  a  vassal 
State,  or  if  she  proposed  to  leave  Serbia  as  a  free  and  independent 
State." 

Foreseeing  then  that  if  Austria  persisted  in  attacking  Serbia, 
Russia  would  mobilise,  Great  Britain  proposed  on  July  24th, 
through  her  Minister,  Sir  Edward  Grey,  that  "  Germany,  France, 
Italy  and  England,  who  had  no  direct  interests  in  Serbia,  should 
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without  needing  to  refer  to  Red,  Green,  and  Yellow 
Books  and  all  the  other  rainbow-hued  literature  of 
diplomacy.  Several  clouds  already  foreshadowed  this 
German  storm ;  the  pan-Germanic  press,  speeches 
and  books,  naval  and  mihtary  preparations,  the 
threats  to  France,  from  the  day  of  the  Tangier 
incidents  to  the  present  time,  the  frequent  collapses, 
seemingly  unintentional,  of  German  aviators  on 
French  soil  which  were  really  treacherous  recon- 
naissances in  order  better  to  prepare  the  blow.  Only 
think  of  it !  .  .  .  This  poor  Germany  always  defend- 
ing herself  on  foreign  soil,  by  means  of  her  immense 
and  complete  system  of  spies  in  every  European 
country,  and  throughout  all  classes  of  society. 

And  then  the  opportunity,  in  spite  of  all  not  wisely 
selected.    England,    apparently    distracted    by    her 

labour  together  in  favour  of  peace  simultaneously,  in  Vienna  and 
St.  Petersburg." 

France  showed  herself  favourable  to  this  plan,  as  well  as  Italy. 
Kussia  was  fully  disposed  to  remain  apart,  and  leave  the  questimi 
in  the  hands  of  England,  France,  Germany  and  Italy.  All  that 
was  therefore  wanting  was  the  affirmative  reply  of  Germany 
when,  on  July  27th,  the  German  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiairs 
answered  as  follows  :  that  "  she  could  not  accept  the  invita- 
tion, in  spite  of  her  desire  to  co-operate  in  the  maintenance  of 
peace."  (!  !)  In  this  irreconcilable  attitude  of  Germany  was 
to  be  seen,  then  and  afterwards,  the  "  desire "  of  the 
Imperial  Government :  war.  The  Tsar  of  Eussia  had  made  the 
most  categorical  promises  to  the  Kaiser  that  "  the  Russian 
troops  would  not  move  while  the  negotiations  for  mediation 
continued." 

On  August  1st,  the  conflict  provoked  by  Germany  broke  out. 
On  the  King  of  England  appealing  directly  to  the  Tsar  of  Russia 
to  ask  for  his  support  in  order  to  "  contribute  to  the  renewal 
of  the  conversations  interrupted  between  the  Powers  affected," 
the  Tsar  replied  the  same  day  :  "I  should  have  accepted  your 
propositions  with  much  pleasure  if  the  German  Ambassador 
had  not  this  afternoon  presented  a  Note  to  my  Government 
declaring  war."  (!  !) 
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modern  Radical  development  and  critical  times  in 
Ireland,  would  certainly  stand  aside  in  unconscious 
egoism.  This  was  the  chance  for  a  violation  of 
neutrahty  which  in  1870  neither  France  nor  Prussia 
ventured  to  attempt.  (^)  With  the  help  of  this  and 
of  an  early  start,  as  they  say  respecting  street  fights, 
or  in  other  words,  if  they  struck  the  first  blow,  all 
would  be  well. 

Austria  was  the  first  victim,  being  violently  pushed 
into  this  European  fray :  there  was  no  time  to  lose  if 
the  first  bold  blow  was  to  be  struck,  before  her  adver- 
saries had  time  to  take  up  arms.  Russia  was  a  colossus, 
but  a  slow  one.  France  appeared  to  be  demoraHsed 
by  the  recent  political  scandal  of  the  "  Affaire 
Caillaux,"  a  symptom  of  parhamentary  and  political 
corruption.     What  better  moment  could  be  found  ?  . . . 

And  under  the  cloak  of  the  shameless  ultimatum 
to  Serbia,  mihtarist  Prussia  sends  another  ultimatum 
to  Russia,  and  another  to  France,  whom  no  one, 
however  partial,  will  accuse  of  having  contemplated 
intervention  in  the  conflict,  and  then  an  intimation 
to  Belgium  to  grant  a  free  passage  for  the  German 
armies  and  to  allow  her  soil  to  be  used  as  a  battle-field. 
Germany,  the  "  Pacific  "  and  the  "  European  Victim," 
has  pretended  to  justify  those  iniquitous  outrages  by 
means  of  absurd  explanations.  If  she  defied  Russia, 
it  was  because  the  Russians  were  going  to  help  the 

^  On  the  Franco-Prussian  war  breaking  out  in  1870,  the 
British  Government,  with  Mr.  Gladstone  at  its  head,  proposed 
to  Prussia  and  France  a  treaty,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that 
if  the  armies  of  one  of  those  countries  were  to  violate  the  neutrality 
of  Belgium,  Great  Britain  would  co-operate  with  the  other  in  the 
defence  of  that  country. 

Both  countries  agreed  to  this. 
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Serbians :  if  she  challenged  France,  it  was  'because 
she  knew  that  sooner  or  later  that  country  would 
defend  her  ally:  if  she  violated  Belgian  neutrality, 
it  was  because  she  was  fully  aware  that  the  Alhes 
would,  when  the  favourable  moment  arrived,  act  in 
the  same  way  themselves. 

And  so  for  all  these  admirable  reasons,  which 
may  appeal  strongly  to  her  enthusiastic  supporters, 
but  surely  not  to  any  impartial  person,  Germany  has 
stained  her  modern  history  with  an  indelible  blot. 
V/hat  Prussia  in  1870  dared  not  for  lack  of  strength, 
Imperial  Germany  of  the  present  day  has  not 
hesitated  to  do,  violating  a  neutrality  guaranteed 
by  her  written  word.  This  alone  would  be  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  not  desiring  the  insensate  triumph 
of  this  "  culture  "  and  "  science,"  apphed  by  means  of 
42-centimetre  mortars.  In  society  a  man  who  fails  to 
honour  his  pledged  and  written  word  is  considered 
a  dishonourable  person,  and  shall  we  be  more  lenient 
with  a  country  that  founds  its  rights  on  brute  force  ? 

The  invasion  of  Belgium  has  been  one  of  armed 
vandalism.  In  this  universal  tragedy  of  vested 
interests,  there  stands  forth  an  allegorical  figure  of 
heroic  abnegation,  heroism,  dignity,  and  sublime 
patriotism  crowned  by  sacrifices,  the  Kingdom  of 
Belgium,  the  httle  David  that  dared  to  oppose 
outrage,  brutal  force  and  injustice  symbolised  in 
the  Prussian  Goliath.  Poor  Belgium !  her  name  will 
be  for  ever  printed  in  letters  of  gold  in  the  pages 
of  history.  Whoever  qualifies  her  heroism  as  an  act 
of  senseless  temerity  has  not  in  his  veins  one  single 
drop  of  the  blood  that  ran  in  those  of  Agustina  of 
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Aragon,  or  of  Daoiz  and  Velarde.     The  violation  of 
the  fatherland  is  the  greatest  outrage  that  can  be 
offered  to  any  race.     Every  civilised  being  must  have 
shuddered   before    the    resurrection    of   this    armed 
barbarism,  crushing  the  weak,  devastating  cities  and 
destroying  the  wealth,  the  industry  and  the  happiness 
of   that   admirable   country.      Without   mentioning 
Louvain  or  alluding  to  the  cruelties — ^whether  true  or 
fictitious  (^) — these  German  armies  entering  towns  like 
mercenaries,  arresting  the  authorities  and  capitalists, 
exacting    enormous   war   contributions   from   every 
conquered  city,  give  us  the  clue  to  the  war,  which 
is  insatiable  greed  for  wealth  and  lust  of  territorial 
expansion.     The  Kaiser  has  written  INRI  on  the 
country  that  had  the  insolence  to  oppose  his  "  provi- 
dential "    mission.     In    annexing    Belgium    to    his 
Empire  he  agrees   with  his  master,  von  Bernhardi, 
according  to  whom  "  Weak  nations  have  not  the  same 
right  to  live  as  a  powerful  and  vigorous  one." 

But  as  the  proverb  says,  "  Out  of  evil  comes  good," 
and  I  see  in  all  this  a  great  gain  for  Spain.  The  lapse 
of  centuries  has  hardly  succeeded  in  eradicating  from 
the  soul  of  Belgium  the  hatred,  not  entirely  unfounded, 
of  the  tyrannical  yoke  of  Spain,  but  this  will  have 
disappeared  before  the  German  invasion,  which 
has  not  the  excuse  of  the  fanaticism  and  cruelty 
characteristic  of  those  times.  To  the  gloomy  memory 
of  Phihp  II  succeeds  the  despotic  sway  of  Wilham  II ; 

^  The  famous  Pastoral  of  Cardinal  Mercier  is  a  terrible  indict- 
ment of  German  outrages  in  Belgium.  The  Archbishop  of  MaUnes 
not  only  protests  against  these  savage  methods,  but  presents 
actual  proofs  by  publishing  the  names  of  thirty  clergymen  shot 
in  his  and  the  adjacent  dioceses. 
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tke  hosts  of  von  der  Goltz  will  cause  the  Belgians 
to  forget  the  armies  of  the  tragic  Duke  of  Alba. 

From  this  point  of  view  alone  we  owe  Germany  a 
certain  debt  of  gratitude  for  having  rehabihtated  and 
justified  our  actions  in  the  eyes  of  our  own  age  and 
of  history.  For  it  is  better  not  to  speak  of  German 
sympathies  for  Spain  after  the  wanton  massacre 
of  our  countrymen  in  Liege,  notwithstanding  the 
debt  of  gratitude  which  some  papers  say  we  owe  to 
Germany  for  having  at  Brussels  removed  the  grotesque 
statue  of  Ferrer  months  after  an  absurd  and  inoppor- 
tune press  campaign  had  raged  upon  this  subject. 

This  is  what  is  sad  in  this  matter :  Whilst  the 
greater  part  of  Europe  is  engaged  in  a  titantic  struggle 
for  its  very  existence  we  Spaniards,  having  once 
cleverly  proclaimed  our  neutrality,  exclaimed,  "Let 
us  live  !  "  satisfied  with  our  isolation  in  this  tragic 
hour ;  and  this  strange  unanimity  of  opinion,  which 
beheves  that  we  shall  be  exempt  from  all  peril  by 
isolating  ourselves  from  this  bloody  struggle,  puts 
one  in  mind  of  the  ostrich,  which  when  pursued,  or 
threatened,  hides  its  head  in  the  sand  and  thinks  that 
no  one  can  see  it. 

Comforted  by  this  peculiar  theory  of  defence,  we 
have,  most  of  us,  convinced  ourselves  that  we  can 
this  time  safely  witness  the  conflict  from  afar,  and 
even  the  press  has  so  proclaimed,  and  thus  the 
European  war  has  degenerated  here  into  a  vulgar 
smoking-room  discussion. 

In  these  heated  arguments,  which  are  very  similar 
to  those  indulged  in  by  the  admirers  of  bull  fights, 
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wIlo  will  admit  no  praise  or  applause  to  be  due  except 
to  their  own  particular  idols/]  the  contending  parties 
have  fallen  back  on  insults,  on  calumny,  on  suddenly 
conceived  and  entirely  unfounded  sympathies,  on 
an  enthusiasm  for  one  nation  or  another,  which 
Spaniards  do  not  unfortunately  show  when  it  comes 
to  defending  their  own  country,  on  old  historic  preju- 
dices or  artistic  preferences ;  in  fact,  on  anything  except 
common  sense.  In  the  face  of  this  gigantic  inter- 
national problem  a  cliildish  readiness  to  receive  impres- 
sions reflects  the  capriciousness  of  public  opinion, 
which  is,  as  usual  in  matters  of  foreign  policy,  quite  at 
sea.  Nor  could  it  be  otherwise.  Spain  has  lived  for 
two  centuries  too  isolated  from  the  present  currents  of 
thought  in  Europe  for  the  immense  majority  of  persons 
to  be  able  to  defend  their  arguments  on  the  slightest 
basis  of  knowledge.  Our  petty  pohtical  and  parha- 
mentary  squabbles,  the  indifference  and  the  scepticism 
of  "  this  pulseless  Spain,"  as  Silvela  once  bitterly  put 
it,  are  the  causes  of  our  disasters  and  disappoint- 
ments. Experience  has  taught  us  nothing,  because 
we  have  turned  our  backs  on  Europe.  When  the 
feeble  pulse  recovers  its  strength  it  is  not  due  to  a 
normal  state  of  things  but  to  the  ravings  and  dehrium 
of  fever  which  excites  us. 

We  are  now  living  in  an  atmosphere  of  deception, 
just  as  we  did  when  we  embarked  on  the  war  with 
the  United  States  :  a  unique  instance  of  ignorance  in 
history,  which  led  a  cynical  writer  to  declare  that 
the  war  of  the  United  States  with  Spain  was  that 
of  "Edison  against  Lagartijo"(^) — in  other  words 
^  A  famous  bull  fighter  of  those  days. 
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a  war  of  progress  and  science  against  legendary- 
quixotism,  the  bull  ring,  the  rashness  of  the  south, 
and  ignorance.  ^ 

Heaven  knows  into  what  an  abyss  Spanish  public 
opinion,  so  capricious  and  so  fickle,  would  have 
plunged  us  if  at  the  present  critical  moment  we  had 
not  all  agreed  to  preserve  our  neutrahty  !  The  sad 
lessons  of  the  past  have  indeed  contributed  but  little 
to  guide  the  Spanish  nation  in  a  truly  European 
direction.  Spain  has  emerged  from  her  isolation,  has 
shaken  off  a  Httle  of  her  indolence,  thanks  to  violent 
club  and  coffee-house  controversies :  "  Are  you  pro- 
German  or  are  you  pro-Erench  ?  "  and  we  now  see 
her  divided  into  "  Francophiles "  or  "  Germano- 
philes,"  whilst  no  one,  or  at  least  hardly  anyone, 
remembers  to  be  "  pro-Belgian,"  in  other  words 
European  and  human. 

At  this  culminating  moment  of  universal  history 
we  exhibit  to  the  world  a  melancholy  comic  interlude  ! 
Some  of  us  are  pro-French,  not  on  account  of  any 
special  admiration  for  France  but  because  the  triumph 
of  France  might  signify  that  of  democracy  and  of 
the  Republic  over  German  Imperiahsm.  This  clearly 
lacks  foundation,  because  the  Republican  Govern- 
ment would  be  in  a  sorry  plight  were  it  not  for  the 
British  and  Russian  Imperial  Monarchies,  and  the 
heroism  of  the  Belgian  Kingdom.  Others  say : 
"  If  France  is  victorious  she  will  interfere  with  us  "  ; 
and  one  has  to  ask  oneself  in  all  seriousness  whether, 
if  France  had  wished  to  interfere  with  us,  she  need 
first  of  all  have  tried  her  strength  on  Germany. 
This  seems,  in  vulgar  language,  a  gasconade.     Never- 
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theless,  the  so-called  parties  of  the  Left  and  their 
press  have  grouped  themselves  around  the  French 
flag — the  symbol  in  their  eyes  of  democracy,  whilst 
the  "  Right,"  the  supporters  of  Don  Jaime,  the 
clericals,  reactionaries,  and  many  who  are  not  really 
with  them,  proclaim  themselves  enthusiastic  advo- 
cates of  Germany.  In  fact,  there  has  sprung  up  a 
perfect  pro- German  dehrium ;  all  the  stranger  when 
we  remember  that  most  of  these  enthusiasts  have  never 
been  in  Germany  at  all,  cannot  speak  the  German 
language,  and  have  no  acquaintance  with  a  single 
German.  This  worship  for  an  utterly  unknown 
country  is  no  less  unexpected  than  it  is  amazing  and 
deserving  of  study.  Can  it  be  due  to  German  art 
and  culture  ?  From  this  point  of  view  we  should  all 
of  us  be  pro-Germans,  although  the  majority  of  those 
who  confess  themselves  such  will  remember  that 
when  Wagner's  music  was  first  performed  in  Madrid 
these  same  enthusiasts  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  superficiahty  and  lack  of  good  taste.  Can  it 
be  for  love  of  German  philosophy  ?  It  is  hardly  to 
be  supposed  that  this  counts  for  much  in  the  minds 
of  the  "  neo-Catholics  "  and  the  so-called  "  enlightened 
classes,"  though  the  latter's  enlightenment  is  on 
a  democratic  level  with  that  of  the  populace.  It 
would  be  a  lengthy,  invidious,  and  fruitless  task  to 
reproduce  all  the  endless  opinions  which  after  being 
discussed  in  the  press  pass  from  mouth  to  mouth. 
Some  declare  themselves  admirers  of  Germany 
because  she  is  fighting  against  heavy  odds,  as  if  this 
were  a  case  of  a  street  brawl ;  others  because  of 
their  ill-will  towards  England.     Some  admire  Germany 
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on  account  of  her  army  and  discipline,  others  because 
they  see  in  the  Kaiser  a  champion  of  the  throne  and 
of  religion.  We  have  heard  persons  defending  their 
Oermanophile  sentiments  in  this  European  cataclysm, 
because  they  like  German  beer,  Strauss  music  and 
Viennese  operettas,  while  others  are  Francophiles 
because  of  the  charms  of  French  women  and  French 
fashions  in  dress,  others  Anglophiles  because  of  their 
love  of  sport,  or  Shakespeare,  or  Russophiles  on 
account  of  Tolstoi,  the  modern  Russian  noveHsts,  and 
Russian  music  and  the  ballet. 

With  persons  whose  opinions  are  based  on  such 
grounds  it  is  useless  to  argue ;  but  it  is  impossible 
to  deny  the  heavy  responsibility  of  those  who, 
taking  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of  some  and  the 
excitability  of  others  among  their  hearers,  have 
worked  up  public  opinion  not  merely  in  favour  of 
-cultured  Germany,  but,  above  all,  against  France 
and  the  French  in  the  name  of  religion,  moral  and 
social  order,  and  all  the  other  factors  in  the  world 
which  the  "  peaceful "  conquerors  of  Belgium  are 
destined  to  restore. 

This  "  Francophobia "  has  been  disseminated  in 
this  country  by  those  who,  knowing  nothing  of  the 
German  spirit,  or  of  the  theories  of  Treitschke  and 
von  Bernhardi,  the  true  causes  of  this  terrible  war, 
in  all  good  faith  believe  in  the  "  pacific  "  tendencies 
of  Germany,  or  who  in  this  struggle  see  France  alone 
among  the  AUies,  and  only  see  in  France  an  atheistic 
a,nd  Radical  Government,  set  against  Imperialism 
and  Christianity,  even  though  the  latter  be  Lutheran. 
.And  especially  is  this  done  by  those  who  hate,  not 
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indeed  all  liberty,  but  all  Liberalism  both  in  France 
and  in  Spain,  who  look  back  happily  on  the  days 
of  the  Inquisition,  and  who  still  beheve  it  possible 
to  restore  the  temporal  power  of  the  Papacy  and  to 
establish  absolutism  in  our  own  country. 

These  are  they,  who  have  now  let  loose  their 
hatred  against  France,  piling  up  abuse  and  insults, 
of  all  kinds,  bringing  to  life  again,  to  suit  their  own 
ends,  old  historical  animosities,  as  well  as  territorial 
disputes  of  later  date,  and  presenting  France  to  us  as 
the  most  decadent,  corrupt  and  atheistic  of  all  modern 
nations,  and  heaven  knows  what  else  besides.  The 
most  astounding  thing  is  that  those  who  have  been 
chiefly  guilty  of  fomenting  these  hatreds  are  the 
numerous  Spaniards  who  constantly  reside  in  France, 
who  are  never  happy  except  when  they  are  in  Paris  or 
Biarritz,  and  who  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war  had  the 
good  taste  to  express  openly  among  the  French  their 
enthusiasm  for  Germany  and  their  hopes  for  the 
success  of  the  German  arms.  This  was,  indeed,  a 
lamentable  exhibition  of  Spanish  good  breeding  and 
chivalry  !  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  France  we  shall 
not  be  all  condemned  for  it  alike.  But  have  these 
pro-German  enthusiasts  of  the  eleventh  hour,  whose 
knowledge  is  not  on  a  level  with  their  ancestry, 
considered  what  the  defeat  of  the  allied  forces  would 
mean  for  them  financially  ?  Is  not  most  of  their 
money  in  London  and  in  Paris  banks  ? 

Moreover,  it  has  actually  been  asserted,  with 
quixotic  disinterestedness  and  no  less  ridiculous 
dogmatism,  that  every  respectable  decent  person  is 
bound    to    be   a    pro-German,    to    which    those    of 
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us  who  are  not  of  the  same  opinion  might  reply  : 
*'  Yes,  if  in  order  to  be  a  respectable  person 
one  must  be  simple,  gullible,  ill-informed,  and 
obstinate." 

For  us,   all  this  talk   of   French  decadence   and 
corruption   is   irrelevant   at   a   historic   moment   of 
such  importance  as  the  present.     Many  persons  in  this 
country  consider  Paris  the  centre  of  perversion  of 
the  universe,  but  it  will  be  as  well  to  remind  them 
that  vice  in  Paris  is  almost  entirely  sustained  by  the 
passing  cosmopoHtan  crowd  which  seeks  for  it,  pays 
for  it,   and  supports  it.     This  much-abused   night 
side   of  Paris    is    not   worse  than   that   of   Berlin, 
where  all  licit  and  illicit,  natural  or  ultra  modern, 
indulgences  are  within  the  reach  of  any  one  who  can 
pay  for  them.     Moreover,  Paris  is  not  France.     The 
bourgeois  and  the  well-to-do  classes  residing  in  the 
provinces  are  much  the  same  in  regard  to  religious 
and   moral   standards   as   those   of    our  most   old- 
fashioned  Spanish  cities.     If  the  frivolity  and  the 
vice  of  the  world  flies  to  Paris  in  search  of  pleasure, 
its  piety  leads  legions  of  its  faithful  souls  to  Lourdes 
to  seek  for  consolation  and  miracles  at  the  feet  of  the 
Virgin.       In  spite  of  Radical  Governments,  the  separa- 
tion of  State  and  Church  and  religious  persecutions, 
which  He  needs  foresaw,  God,  who  seems  to  attach 
less  importance  to  the  fanaticism  of  a  Radical  Govern- 
ment than  to  a  religion  deeply  rooted  in  the  hearts 
of  almost  a  whole  people,  sent  the  heavenly  Vision 
to  the  nation  wliich  has  ever  been  called  "  The  oldest 
daughter  of  the  Church,"  rather  than  to  the  "  cul- 
tured "  and  "  progressive  "  one  which  has  been  the 
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cradle  of  the  two  most  formidable  spiritual  foes  of 
Catholicism,  viz.,  the  Lutheran  reformation,  and  the 
modern  anti- Christian  philosophy. 

This  "  Francophobia "  of  our  advanced  nec- 
Catholics  is  an  extraordinary  paradox :  they  defend 
Germany  as  Christian  and  attack  France  on  account 
of  her  Government,  without  regard  to  practical 
results.  What  have  these  been  ?  In  France  there 
has  appeared  an  enormous  increase  in  religious  fervour, 
not  only  among  the  masses,  but  also  in  that  French 
Hterature  which  those  who  do  not  take  the  trouble 
to  read  it  quahfy  as  "  perverse."  Only  consider  the 
religious  and  nationalist  tendencies  of  such  notable 
masters  as  Maurice  Barr^s,  the  very  soul  of  this 
movement,  of  the  favourite  novelist  Paul  Bourget,  of 
the  Conservative  and  Monarchist  Charles  Maurras, 
and  of  that  artist,  philosopher,  poet  and  dramatist, 
the  Catholic  Paul  Claudel,  not  to  mention  the  pastoral 
poet  Francis  Jammes.  This  phalanx  of  celebrities 
outweighs  in  the  literary  scale  the  single  personahty 
of  Anatole  France  with  his  destructive  Voltairian 
theories. 

And,  as  we  are  on  Voltaire,  it  may  be  as  well  to 
recall  that  neither  he  nor  Rousseau  nor  the  authors 
of  the  Encyclopedia  have  done  so  much  as  German 
philosophy  to  uproot  all  the  religious  beliefs  in- 
grained in  the  human  soul.  Even  Renan,  who 
was  a  remarkable  man  of  letters,  has,  in  the  opinion 
of  many  famous  critics,  produced  in  his  "  Life  of 
Jesus  "  a  work  very  inferior  to  that  of  "  The  Life  of 
Christ "  by  Strauss.  The  French  Encyclopedia 
moreover,  as  well  as  the  separation  of  Church  and 
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State,  are  of  scant  importance  compared  with  tlie 
world  schism  of  Luther,  the  revolution  produced  by 
it  in  the  human  conscience,  and  the  spread  of  Pro- 
testantism, which  was  born  in  Germany.  Modern 
German  philosophy  has  done  even  more  through 
Kant,  Hegel,  Fichte,  Schopenhauer,  Strauss,  Wagner, 
Eeurbach,  and  Nietzsche ;  it  has  unchristianised 
thousands  and  thousands  of  minds  in  the  higher  and 
intellectual  spheres. 

The  whole  work  of  Nietzsche,  so  popular  in  Ger- 
many, and  so  well  known  and  widely  read  in  the  world 
of  letters,  is  but  a  pagan  hymn  of  fierce  hatred  of 
Christ  and  of  contempt  for  Christianity. 

The  utterances  of  the  Kaiser,  who  has  always  the 
name  of  God  on  his  lips,  will  carry  little  or  no  weight 
in  the  opinion  of  the  world.  To  talk  so  much  and  so 
constantly  of  the  Almighty,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  plunder  one's  neighbour,  recalls  a  certain  very 
devout  but  scarcely  honourable  politician,  of  whom 
the  great  Spanish  statesman  Canovas  del  Castillo 
once  remarked :  "  Whilst  his  eyes  are  fixed  on 
heaven  his  hands  are  busy  exploring  his  neighbour's 
pockets.'^ 

Nevertheless,  many  devout  persons  here  say  with 
immense  satisfaction  that  the  Kaiser  feels  a  great 
sympathy  for  Catholics.  Personally,  William  II, 
like  the  Empress,  is  a  convinced  Lutheran,  but  con- 
siders it  poHtic  to  display  some  sympathy  with  the 
Catholics  and  the  Holy  See,  as  well  as  for  the  Jewish 
bankers,  on  whom  he  bestows  titles  of  nobihty,  and 
for  the  Mahometans,  whom  he  champions  and  hounds 
on    against    Christendom.     Germany,    after    having 
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persecuted  Catholicism  and  the  rehgious  orders  in 
the  so-called  "  Kulturkainpf,"  the  political  pro- 
gramme of  Bismarck  and  Caprivi,  manoeuvred  cleverly 
in  order  to  win  over  the  "  Parhamentary  Catholic 
centre,"  not  from  sympathy  or  sentiment,  but  as  an 
indispensable  aid  in  order  to  overcome  or  at  least 
restrain  the  avalanche  of  social  democracy. 

Now,  however,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
disguise  the  character  of  the  German  State,  and  to 
transform  it  and  display  it  to  our  eyes  as  the  Christian 
Power  whose  mission  is  to  extirpate  in  decadent 
nations  immorahty,  Radicalism,  Atheism,  Anarchism 
and  all  the  other  evils  attributed  to  democracy. 
While  France,  the  most  highly  developed  flower  of 
Latin  civilisation,  has  shown  in  this  fatal  hour  a 
bravery,  a  patriotism,  and  a  miUtary  organisation 
which  disproves  before  the  eyes  of  the  world  her 
apparent  demoralisation  and  decadence.  Treacher- 
ously attacked  and  defeated  at  first  on  her  own  soil 
by  the  German  hordes,  she  still  had  time  to  recover 
and  gain  the  glorious  battle  of  the  Marne  which 
effectually  checked  the  German  flood.  All  her  sons 
have  rushed  to  the  defence  of  the  mother  country ; 
emigrants,  monarchists,  revolutionaries,  priests  and 
pohticians,  and  among  her  generals,  as  is  well  known, 
are  many  Royalist  Cathohcs.  But  in  repeUing  this 
barbarous  attack  against  her  country,  once  more 
outraged,  there  now  fight  only  patriots  who,  for- 
getting their  pohtical  and  rehgious  feuds,  obstinately 
decline  to  be  "  regenerated  "  by  brute  force,  or  to 
open  the  gates  of  Paris  to  the  "  culture  "  represented 
by  the  firm  of  Krupp. 
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It  is  useless  to  deny  it — grave  is  the  error  and  great 
the  responsibihty  of  all  those  who  have  endeavoured 
with  partial  success  to  "  Germanise  "  a  certain  section 
of  Spanish  society.     To  attain  this  object  they  have 
sought  not  so  much  to  extol  the  glories  of  Grermany 
as  to  behttle  France  and  England.     Now  the  anti- 
French  lay  on  France  the  blame  of  the  press  cam- 
paign in  favour  of  Ferrer,  as  if  this  campaign  had 
not  turned  out  to  be  a  lamentable  European  fiasco, 
a  trap  set  by  freemasonry  for  the  ignorant,  in  order 
to  make  a  martyr  of  the  anarchist  organiser  of  the 
horrors   of   Barcelona.     This   violent   campaign   was 
kept  up    by  means  of   meetings  and  the  press  by 
anarchists    and    revolutionaries    in    Paris,    London, 
Belgium,  Germany,  and  above  all,  Italy,  where  in  Rome 
it  actually  assumed  an  official  character,  thanks  to 
the  shameless  support  it  received  from  the  Mayor 
of  that  capital.     Only  in  Russia  did  the  Government 
promise  our  diplomatic  representative  that  it  would 
stamp  out  any  attempt  to  glorify  Ferrer.     But  even 
so,  can  we  rightly  blame  any  country  for  a  lamentable 
error  of  European  opinion,  when  here  in  Spain  there 
were  political  parties  who  made  it  a  pretext  for  over- 
throwing the  Cabinet  of  Don  Antonio  Maura  ?     If 
foreigners  are  to  be  blamed  for  their  ignorance,  far 
more  culpable  are  those  Spaniards  who,  in  order  to 
defeat  a  pohtical  opponent,  stained  the  good  name 
of  Spain.     The  campaign  in  favour  of  Ferrer  was  a 
mistake  in  the  case  of  many  foreigners,  and  a  criminal 
and    unpatriotic    weapon   in    the    hands    of    many 
Spaniards.     This  is  the  truth. 

But  it  is  no  reason  for  hstening  to  certain  individuals 
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who,  hitherto,  have  lived  exchisively  on  French  talent 
and  its  works  and  who  now  proclaim  in  a  loud  voice 
their  sympathy  for  Germany  and  suddenly  become 
the  Kaiser's  advertising  agents  in  Madrid.  What 
can  have  caused  such  a  sudden  and  extraordinary 
intellectual  change  ?  We  have  known  men  who  were 
never  tired  of  belauding  the  French  artistic  world 
and  of  hurling  its  latest  triumphs  at  Spanish  heads, 
but  who  now  deny  that  France  possesses  any  art  or 
literature.  What  can  our  good  Spanish  public  think  of 
such  people,  who  have  repeatedly  in  the  past  served  up 
to  them  bad  works  pubhshed  in  France  and,  if  possible, 
rendered  worse  in  their  translation  ?  We  cannot 
tell :  but  nothing  is  too  petty  in  order  to  make  us 
quarrel  with  France  and  unchain  feehngs  of  hatred 
against  England.  Morocco,  Gibraltar,  are  the  themes 
perpetually  discussed  for  the  benefit  of  Spanish  pubHc 
opinion.  And  we  may  well  ask  what  we  should  have 
gained  in  Morocco  if  France,  which  then  disputed 
this  territory  with  us,  and  England,  which  defended 
our  interests  in  order  to  protect  her  own,  had  put  into 
practice  the  mihtant  theories  of  Germany  respecting 
"  weak  nations." 

It  is  time  for  us  to  "  double  lock  the  Cid's  vault " 
according  to  the  wise  advice  of  Joaquin  Costa.  We 
should  forget  the  past  and  look  forward  to  the  future. 
Our  historical  disasters  are  due  in  an  equal  degree 
to  the  abihty  of  our  enemies  and  the  stupidity  of  our 
own  Governments.  From  the  days  of  Phihp  II 
until  the  loss  of  our  colonies,  the  foreign  policy  of 
Spain  has  reflected  the  caprices  of  wavering  and 
indifferent  pohticians  or  of  men  distracted  by  domestic 
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troubles.  Public  opinion  has  hardly  ever  had  any 
voice  in  it,  and  now,  when  it  is  trying  to  do  so,  it  falls 
back  on  ancient  enmities  in  order  to  provoke  these 
afresh  and  thus  bring  on  us  new  dangers.  Reasons  of 
State,  more  practical  than  sentimental  considerations, 
should  restrain  this  rash  hostility.  Such  reasons  have 
influenced  other  nations  formerly  hostile,  whom  pru- 
dence and  wisdom  have  succeeded  in  uniting  in 
brotherly  bonds. 

Thus,  after  Sadowa,  Austria  allied  herself  with  her 
conqueror  Germany;  Italy,  though  her  patriotism 
was  humihated,  entered  into  the  Triple  AlUance 
with  these  two  Powers,  and  even  France  after 
the  Fashoda  incident,  understood  that  enmity  with 
England  would  be  political  suicide,  and  forgetting  a 
passing  offence,  concluded  the  Entente  cordiale  under 
the  auspices  of  Edward  VII. 

Let  us  therefore  not  be  like  that  king  of  France 
who  "  forgot  nothing  and  learnt  nothing,"  but  let 
us  take  to  heart  these  recent  lessons  of  experience. 
We  have  very  Mttle  in  common  with  Germany,  and 
we  are  of  small  importance  to  her.  Let  us,  however, 
be  careful  that  at  some  distant  day  we  do  not  stand 
in  her  path  or  our  treatment  may  be  the  drastic  one 
meted  out  to  Belgium. 

The  idea  that  Germany  feels  any  sympathy  for  us, 
that  her  Emperor  is  grateful  to  us,  has  an  interest  in 
making  Spain  great  or  intends  to  return  Gibraltar  to 
us,  can  only  find  a  place  in  infantile  minds,  which  look 
for  the  triumph  of  the  Kaiser  much  as  children  at  Christ- 
mas-time hope  to  see  the  Three  Wise  Kings  of  the  East. 

The  pro-German  sentiment  of  certain  classes  forms 
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a  fertile  ground  for  German  activities  in  our  country, 
where  Crerman  agents  work  incessantly  to  extend  this 
preposterous  opinion.  Their  object  is  to  create  bad 
feeling  against  France  and  England,  to  isolate  us 
entirely  from  Europe  in  the  present  war  and  to  make 
intellectual  and  moral  use  of  us  as  they  have  made 
material  use  of  Turkey.  The  ingenuous  disposition 
of  many  of  our  countrymen  greatly  facilitates  this 
pro-German  propaganda  —  and  Germany  has  dis- 
covered us  and  appeals  to  us  through  the  medium 
of  her  press  to  redress  the  balance  in  her  favour  against 
the  indignant  condemnation  of  the  world  outraged 
by  her  aggressive  spirit.  What  her  partisans  here 
do  not  tell  us  is  how  fearful  our  position  would  have 
been  if,  besides  abandoning  sentimental  sympathies 
for  France  and  England,  we  had  sacrificed  our  com- 
mercial interests  as  well  and  had  formed  this  absurd 
alliance,  so  much  desired  by  them,  with  Germany. 

Spain,  without  resources  for  so  great  an  undertaking, 
would  have  found  herself  face  to  face  with  England 
and  France,  i.e.,  Gibraltar  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
Pyrenees  on  the  other,  and  her  maritime  communica- 
tions would  have  been  stopped.  She  would  have 
been  cut  off,  too,  from  her  possessions  in  Morocco, 
and  her  troops  there  entirely  severed  from  the  mother 
country,  with  no  more  help  from  Germany  than  a 
few  gracious  and  encouraging  phrases  transmitted 
by  wireless  telegraphy.  A  truly  brilliant  future  is 
that  to  which  these  combined  Francophobes  and 
Anglophobes  invite  us.  It  is  a  vision  which  should 
never  be  lost  sight  of  by  those  who  let  themselves 
be  bhnded  by  their  prejudices,  without  measuring 
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the  consequences  of  so  insane  a  policy.  To  change 
our  pohtical  course  to-day  might  mean  for  us  a 
fresh  and  perhaps  final  disaster.  It  might  prove 
the  fatal  step  from  decadence  to  destruction,  and 
who  knows  whether  a  geographical  transformation 
worked  by  force  and  not  by  reason  might  not  blot  us 
entirely  out  of  the  map  of  Europe  ? 

In  this  paroxysm  of  pro-German  delirium  it  has 
been  said  that  England,  "  perfidious  Albion,"  is  in 
reahty  responsible  for  the  present  war,  which  she 
provoked  owing  to  her  envy  of  Germany.  This  is 
really  amusing,  because  it  would  now  appear  from 
the  German  partisans  and  from  their  press  here 
that  the  Germans  feel  no  hatred  for  the  Russians, 
that  they  even  sympathise  with  the  French,  and  feel 
the  greatest  pity  for  the  poor  Belgians.  It  is  no 
longer  Serbia  or  Russia  who  caused  this  "  inevitable  " 
war,  which  the  much  hated  Germans  only  kindled  in 
self-defence.  The  Power  which  could  have  prevented 
but  would  not  prevent  it  was  England,  so  at  least 
these  pro- Germans  assure  us,  and  no  one  can  doubt 
their  sincerity,  seeing  the  indignation  which  they 
feel  at  the  attitude  of  the  British  Empire.  It  would 
be  too  much  to  ask  them  for  proofs  in  support  of  so 
paradoxical  a  statement. 

For  what  they  say  is  that  "  England  wishes  to 
destroy  Germany's  naval  power  which  threatened 
her  world  prestige." 

Well,  the  curious  part  of  it  is  that  granting  her 
"  perfidy  "  and  her  "  proverbial  selfishness  "  England 
should  have  allowed  the  continued  increase  of  Ger- 
many's   naval     forces,     even    after    Mr.     Winston 
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Churchill's  proposals  for  a  truce  in  the  race  for  arma- 
ments. Germany  did  not  accept  these  proposals, 
because  a  very  important  part  of  the  German 
Imperialist  naval  programme  was  the  naval  prepara- 
tion for  a  war  with  England  in  the  future.  Never- 
theless "  perfidious  Albion  "  let  slip  the  occasion  of 
annihilating  her  enemy  at  sea  before  he  had  had 
time  to  become  really  formidable.  How  is  this  to 
be  explained  ?  One  does  not  allow  a  country  time  in 
which  to  prepare  herself  and  increase  her  armaments 
when  these  may  be  fatal  to  one's  own  interests,  one 
falls  on  one's  adversary  at  once  and  deals  him  a 
mortal  blow.  This  indeed  the  Enghsh  would  certainly 
have  done  had  they  followed  German  methods,  which 
are  indifferent  as  to  excuses  for  aggression. 

But  the  explanation  is  easy  without  trotting 
out  the  dicM  of  "  perfidious  Albion "  (whose 
"  perfidious  policy "  the  Ex-Chancellor  Prince  von 
Billow  recommends  as  an  example  to  his  countrymen 
in  his  book  "  The  Policy  of  Germany ")  or  vainly 
attempting  to  prove  the  supposed  "  peace  at  any 
price  "  doctrines  of  Germany. 

Hatred  of  England  as  the  most  formidable 
Em'opean  rival  capable  of  opposing  by  sea  the  tri- 
umphal progress  of  Germany,  her  "  Deutschland  iiber 
Alles  "  and  her  desire  for  universal  dominion  had 
been  preached  by  various  politicians  and  writers. 
It  was  precisely  a  powerful  fleet  that  was  required, 
capable  of  alarming  England  in  the  present,  and  of 
isolating  her  in  the  approaching  international  ctmflict. 
England  was  the  check  on  Prussian  mihtarism,  the 
decisive  weight  in  the  scale  of  her  adversaries  and  the 
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eternal  spectre  darkening  the  horizon,  and  Germany 
with  her  powerful  fleet  imagined  that  England,  in- 
different and  selfish,  would  not  show  her  teeth  if  she 
were  not  directly  attacked  or  her  colonies  threatened. 
She  beheved  or  deceived  herself  into  beheving  that 
England  would  abandon  her  friends. 

It  was  the  great  mistake  of  German  diplomacy 
not  to  reckon  on  English  intelligence  and   ability 
now  ranged  against    her.     Germany    had   foreseen 
a    naval    war    with    England    in    the   future,   but 
before   this   could   come    about    she    intended    that 
her    fleet    should    rival    that  of    England.       Open 
once    more    General    von    Bernhardi's     book    and 
you    will     see     Germany's     "  pacific "     intentions 
towards  England.      ''The  next  naval  war"   is   an 
inevitable  reaHty,  the  last  stepping  stone  to  world 
supremacy.     To-day's    programme    was    a    mihtary 
one   in   which,    according   to   von   Bernhardi,   "  We 
Germans  must  so  crush  France  that  she  can  never 
again  cross  our  path  !  "  Germany  which  had   made 
military  preparations  during  many  years  with  the 
intention  of  invading  France  and  of  checking  the 
Russian   avalanche,   erred  both  in  her   calculations 
and  in  her  strategy.     She  never  imagined  that  Bel- 
gium would  rise  indignantly  against  her,  would  stop 
her  on  what  she  considered  the  shortest  road  to  Paris, 
and  above  all  she  did  not  think  that  England  would, 
in  spite  of  the  friendly  assurance  and  guarantees  of 
the  Berhn  Cabinet,  (^)  array  herself  against  Germany 

^  On  July  29th,  1914,  the  German  Chancellor,  on  his  return 
from  Potsdam,  where  he  had  been  to  see  the  Kaiser,  sent  for 
Sir  Edward  Goschen,  H.B.M.'s  Ambassador  in  Berlin,  and  held 
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to-day  instead  of  awaiting  the  convenience  of  the 
German  Admiralty. 

The  hatred  which  has  burst  forth  through  the 
German  Empire  against  "  perfidious  Albion  "  and  is 
so  intense  that  it  makes  her  forget  her  other  adver- 
saries, springs  from  the  fact  that  England  foresaw 
Germany's  treachery  and,  consequently  in  view  of 
this,  precipitated  events  by  herself  taking  part  in 
the  struggle.  Her  isolation  at  the  present  moment 
would  have  been  her  ruin,  but  happily  she  realised 
it  in  time — and  this  is  what  neither  the  Kaiser  nor 
his  Ministers  can  forgive. 

Surely  every  impartial  observer  of  this  European 
conflict  must  prefer  the  "  perfidy  "  of  England,  who, 
in    declaring    war,    did   so   to   defend  the  violated 


with  him  a  memorable  conversation  which  will  pass  into 
history. 

The  Chancellor's  remarks  showed  that  Germany  was  pre- 
paring to  attach  France  by  passing  through  Belgium,  and  he 
proceeded  to  propose  an  arrangement  by  which  Germany  could 
be  assured  of  the  neutrality  of  England  in  the  war  which  was  on 
the  point  of  breaking  out. 

The  terms  of  the  proposed  arrangement  were  as  follows  : 

(1)  England  was  to  remain  neutral  whilst  France  was  being 
destroyed,  on  the  understanding  that  "  Germany  would  not 
aspire  to  any  territorial  conquests  at  the  expense  of  France." 
As  a  matter  of  fact  Germany  only  wished  to  retain  possession  of 
the  French  Colonies. 

(2)  England,  behind  the  back  of  Belgium,  should  consent  to 
Germany  violating  the  neutrality  of  that  country — a  neutrality 
which  both  Germany  and  England  had  obUged  themselves  by 
treaty  to  respect.  In  exchange,  Germany  promised  that  "  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  the  integrity  of  Belgium  would  be 
respected." 

"  This  promise  was  made,"  as  Mr.  Asquith  ironically  pointed 
out,  "  by  a  Power  which,  at  the  very  moment,  was  announcing 
its  intention  of  violating  its  own  treaty  obligations  and  invited 
us  to  do  the  same." 
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neutrality  of  Belgium,  (^)  to  the  cynicism  of  Germany 
whose  supreme  reason  for  declaring  war  is  the  expan- 
sion of  her  territory  and  the  remodelling  of  the  map 
of  Europe.  With  England's  naval  supremacy  we 
Europeans  run  no  such  risks,  but  with  Germany, 
after  her  behaviour  to  Belgium,  we  are  at  any  moment 
liable  to  a  like  catastrophe.  (^)  The  mihtary  spirit  of 
her  aggressive  policy  has  shown  us  that  the  Germans 
laugh  at  neutrality,  invade  weak  nations,  bombard 
defenceless  cities,  and  make  a  mock  of  all  attempts 
to  civilise  or  regenerate. 

None  of  the  beUigerent  nations  have  up  to  now 
behaved  in  any  respect  as  Germany  has  done,  and  this 
alone  from  the  point  of  view  of  culture  and  progress 


^  On  August  4th,  the  British  Ambassador  again  inquired  of 
the  Imperial  Government  whether  Germany  intended  to  respect 
the  neutrality  of  Belgium.  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
replied  :  "  .  .  .  that  he  was  sorry  to  say  no,  because  as  the  German 
troo2)s  had  crossed  the  frontier  that  morning  the  neutrality  of  Belgium 
had  been  already  violated." 

In  view  of  the  British  Ambassador's  natural  protest  the 
Minister  explained  "  that  the  Imperial  Government  was  obliged 
to  deliver  a  decisive  blow  as  soon  as  j^ossible,  and,  therefore,  to 
enter  France  by  the  most  rapid  and  easy  road.'" 

The  same  day,  August  4th,  the  German  Chancellor  delivered 
a  speech  of  surpassing  importance  in  the  Reichstag,  in  which 
he  attempted  to  justify  the  aggressive  policy  of  Germany  and  her 
violation  of  Treaties,  in  the  following  words  : 

"...  Gentlemen,  we  are  now  in  a  state  of  necessity,  and 
necessity  knows  no  law.  Our  troops  have  occupied  Luxem- 
bourg and  perhaj)s  have  already  entered  Belgian  territory. 
Gentlemen,  this  is  contrary  to  the  precepts  of  International 
Law.  ...(!!!) 

"  He  who  is  menaced  as  we  are  .  .  .  can  only  consider  how 
he  is  to  hack  his  way  through."  (!  !) 

2  "  German  Policy,"  by  Prince  Biilow.  See  the  chapter 
devoted  to  "  The  Moroccan  Question,"  as  well  as  the  declarations 
of  William  II  in  1898. 
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should  make  us  sympathise  with  the  cause  of  the 
Alhes.  Their  coahtioii  represents  the  defence  of 
civilisation  against  armed  barbarism.  It  stands  for 
Eui'ope  shielding  herself  from  the  tyrannical  and 
oppressive  yoke  of  Prussia,  which  has  brought  about 
this  hecatomb.  The  world  in  the  twentieth  century 
will  not  allow  itself  to  be  "  crushed  "  under  the  heel 
of  the  mihtant  spirit  of  a  single  country,  even  though 
her  "  culture"  affects  a  providential  mission. 

To  put  an  end  to  this  ignominious  threat  every 
means  of  defence  is  lawful.  Though  the  pro- Germans 
speak  disrespectfully  of  the  Sepoys  and  the  Senegalese, 
a  theme  almost  threadbare,  these  troops  have  up  to 
now  borne  themselves  admirably,  indeed  better  than 
many  Europeans  :  nor  are  they  undisciplined  savage 
hordes,  but  colonial  troops  well  organised  and  well 
officered  by  Europeans.  What  is  there  remarkable 
in  this  ?  Picturesque  as  is  the  muster  of  the  Alhes, 
it  is  not  a  disgrace  like  the  employment  of  Mahome- 
tans against  Christendom  as  such.  The  Kaiser,  the 
mainstay  and  protector  of  Turkey,  has  pubhcly 
declared  that  "  The  three  hundred  million  Mahome- 
tans scattered  over  the  face  of  the  world  can  at  all 
times  count  on  the  friendship  and  support  of  the 
German  Emperor." 

And  indeed  the  friend  of  the  Mahometans  has  not 
hesitated  to  make  use  of  them  in  declaring  a  "  Holy 
War"  against  Christians  (!)  without  distinction  of 
nationahty.  All  the  British  "  treacheries  "  past  and 
present,  sink  into  insignificance  when  compared  with 
the  methods  now  adopted  by  German  "  culture." 

Lastly,  Germany,  rich  in  agents  and  in  advertising 
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propaganda,  endeavoured  to  realise  in  the  Transvaal 
and  in  Egypt  her  dream  of  stirring  up  the  British 
colonies  against  the  tyrannical  yoke  of  England. 
Was  not  the  present  a  magnificent  opportunity  ?  We 
were  continually  assured  that  Canada  would  make 
itself  independent,  that  India  would  rise  as  one 
man  against  "  despotic  Albion,"  and  that  the  horn- 
had  come  for  the  Boers  also  to  declare  their  inde- 
pendence. However,  exactly  the  contrary  has  hap- 
pened, and  Germany  has  seen  these  absurd  hopes 
vanish  into  air.  The  world  has  once  more  beheld 
with  surprise  the  immense  superiority  of  England's 
colonising  genius,  wider,  more  intelligent,  more 
modern,  and  more  comprehensive  than  the  militarist 
spirit  of  Germany  whose  pedestal  is  armed  force. 
After  having  sacrificed  on  French  soil  the  flower  of 
her  army  and  of  her  aristocracy,  which  have  fallen 
on  the  field  of  battle  as  the  valiant  Enghsh  knights 
of  old  at  Crecy,  at  Poitiers,  and  at  Agincourt,  England 
has  witnessed  with  legitimate  pride  the  result  of  her 
immense  work  of  civilisation  in  the  entire  universe. 
Far  from  attacking  her,  all  her  colonies  have  raUied 
to  her  flag,  offering  her  men,  arms,  and  money. 
Canada  and  Australia  have  sent  her  their  contingents. 
The  Rajahs  of  India  have  one  and  all  laid  their  swords 
at  the  feet  of  the  King  of  England,  and  the  most 
astonishing  thing  of  all  is  that  the  Boers,  the  enemies 
of  yesterday,  governed  by  the  very  chiefs  who,  like 
Botha,  fought  against  England,  are  now  the  first  to 
swear  fealty  to  the  British  Government  and  to  stamp 
out  all  attempts  at  foohsh  revolt. 

And  in  this  critical  hour  England  has  reaped  the 
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fruit  of  her  wonderful  colonial  system,  which  knows 
how  to  assimilate  the  most  diverse  races  and  to 
introduce  civihsation  into  the  remotest  regions  of 
the  earth.  This  is  an  example  to  be  copied  by  all 
others,  and  especially  by  Germany,  whose  militarist 
policy  is  ever  perturbing  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  who, 
notwithstanding  all  her  conquests,  has  been  unable 
throughout  all  these  years  to  Germanise  either  Alsace 
and  Lorraine  or  Poland,  European  nations  decline 
to  be  "  Germanised,"  notwithstanding  the  "  culture  " 
of  their  conquerors,  and  militarism  is  the  only  means 
that  the  Prussian  spirit  can  employ  to  repress  their 
legitimate  hatred.  The  worst  is  to  be  feared  when 
some  day  the  whip  drops  from  the  hand  of  the  wild 
beast  tamer,  and  the  savage  creatures  which  he 
could  not  tame  spring  at  him.  We  will  close  these 
lines  by  putting  a  question,  standing  as  we  are  on 
the  brink  of  the  abyss  into  which  the  greater  portion 
of  Europe  has  fallen.  What  will  be  the  outcome  of 
all  this  ruin  and  desolation  ?  Will  the  destructive 
spirit  of  strife  continue  adding  wars  to  wars  in  an 
endless  chain  of  evils  ?  Will  mankind,  ashamed  of  its 
fratricidal  impulses,  decide  for  disarmament  once 
its  forces  are  exhausted  ?  ...  It  is  impossible  to 
say ;  a  thousand  suppositions  present  themselves 
before  the  appalling  reahty;  many  will  be  the 
changes  in  the  map  of  Europe ;  many  the  wrongs 
and  acts  of  injustice  now  that  this  tremendous  conflict 
of  interests  has  broken  out. 

To-day  war  has  lost  all  the  idealism  that  it 
possessed  in  the  times  of  the  Crusades,  of  our  own 
Reconquest  of  Spain,   and  even   of  the   "  Wars  of 
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Religion."  It  has  lost  its  brilliancy  and  picturesque- 
ness  owing  to  the  distance  at  which  battles  are  fought. 
Modern  science  tends  to  turn  barbarism  into  a  cold, 
calculating,  mathematical  weapon,  more  destructive 
and  more  inhuman  than  in  former  times.  We  do 
not  imply  that  war  has  lost  in  bravery,  because  in 
this  actual  campaign  astounding  deeds  of  valour 
have  been  performed.  What  has  been  lost  is  chivalry 
in  battle.  Aeroplanes  are  used  to  throw  bombs  on 
defenceless  cities,  treacherous  mines  and  submarines 
contrive  to  make  the  ocean  impassable  both  for 
beUigerents  and  neutrals ;  thousands  and  thousands 
of  lives  are  of  no  consequence  in  the  vast  game  of  a 
mihtary  strategy  which  carries  out  its  plans  with 
the  cold-bloodedness  of  an  expert  chess  player. 

Notwithstanding  the  inhuman  theories  of  the 
Treitschkes  and  the  Bernhardis,  war  can  never  be 
"  an  element  of  culture  !  "  It  is,  on  the  contrary, 
the  greatest  of  calamities,  and  a  kind  of  scientific 
revival  of  ancient  barbarism  in  modern  times.  Art, 
literature,  industry,  civilisation  are  destroyed  or 
paralysed  by  war. 

The  awful  scythe  of  the  reaper  Death,  which  cuts  off 
so  many  bright  intellects  and  so  many  energetic  arms, 
carries  in  its  train  what  is  even  worse,  mutilated 
survivors  incapacitated  for  the  work  of  life,  and  misery 
and  ruin  which,  like  a  sudden  cataclysm,  overwhelm 
all  classes  of  Society  high  and  low.  Better  the  slow 
evolution  of  Socialism,  with  its  peaceful,  if  subversive, 
doctrines. 

War  is  a  universal  destroyer ;  it  represents  the 
triumph    of    primitive    instincts    over    intelligence. 
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Heavy  indeed  before  future  generations  of  our  race 
will  be  the  responsibility  of  whoever,  intoxicated  by 
the  shimmer  of  martial  glory,  helped  to  defile  with 
blood  these  latest  pages  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 
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